RECORD OF EXECUTIVE DECISION

Tuesday, 17 September 2013

Decision No: (CAB 13/14 10998)

DECISION-MAKER: CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES

PORTFOLIO AREA: CHILDREN'’S SERVICES

SUBJECT: APPROVING PUBLICATION OF SCHOOL
ORGANISATION PLAN

AUTHOR: James Howells

THE DECISION

(i) To approve the content and publication of the School Organisation Plan.
(i) To delegate authority to the appropriate officers to review, update and
amend the School Organisation Plan as necessary.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

1. Southampton City Council has a statutory duty to provide a school place to all
children aged 4-15 that are living in the City.

2. In the last five years the City has experienced a significant increase in the birth
rate and subsequently the demand for Early Years and primary places has
risen. Further to this we anticipate an increase in the number of secondary
school, SEN, alternative provision and post-16 places.

3. This document will show schools and other key stakeholders the roles and
responsibilities of the Local Education Authority, estimated demand for school
places, the policies under which the council is working to, the Local Authority’s
approach to, and priorities for, capital projects. The Local Authority’s work will
be guided by the content of the School Organisation Plan and it is hoped that it
will aid schools in their decision making going forward.

DETAILS OF ANY ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

There is no statutory duty to have and publish a School Organisation Plan so the
Local Authority could decide not to produce such a document. However, due the
changing nature of education, particularly regarding the greater level of autonomy for
schools and a rise in the demand for places, we feel it is important to publicise what
the Authority’s key challenges and aims are. By sharing this information with schools,
specifically that on pupil forecasts, it is hoped that they will consider current policies
and the challenges that they and the City Council will face when decision making.




OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE DECISION

None.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

None

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE RECORD

We certify that the decision this document records was made in accordance with the
Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to Information) (England)
Regulations 2000 and is a true and accurate record of that decision.

Date:17t September 2013 Decision Maker: Cabinet Member for
Children’s Services

Proper Officer: Judy Cordell

SCRUTINY
Note: This decision will come in to force at the expiry of 5 working days from the date
of publication subject to any review under the Council’s Scrutiny “Call-In” provisions.

Call-In Period expires on

Date of Call-in (if applicable) (this suspends implementation)

Call-in Procedure completed (if applicable)

Call-in heard by (if applicable)

Results of Call-in (if applicable)




